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author who has shown what can be made of this subject by a master hand: It 
may not be amiss to say that no one with a tolerable reading acquaintance with 
scientific German need shrink from it for fear of linguistic difficulties. It is as 
readable as if it were a popular book, which I do not hesitate to set down as 
one of its merits. An extensive bibliography at the end of each chapter, an 
alphabetic index and three hundred and fifty-three illustrations of all kinds also 
facilitate its use. Martha Krug Genthe. 

A Transformed Colony. Sierra Leona as it was, and as it is, its Progress, 
Peoples, Native Customs and Undeveloped Wealth. By T. J. Alldridge. 
xvi and 368 pp., 66 Illustrations, Map and Index. The J. B. Lippincott 
Company, Philadelphia, 1910. $3.50. 

Mr. Alldridge was, for many years, a British official in the Crown Colony of 
Sierra Leone. He is still the only man who has ever travelled around the entire 
area of what is now the Protectorate. In this interesting and authoritative book, 
he has pictured the past of Sierra Leone, as it really was; and then he tells of 
the wonderful transformation that has been brought about, the larger part of it 
within the past twelve years. 

This book is representative of a new variety of works that is now being 
added to the literature on Africa. Four or five of these books have, thus far, 
appeared, and they could not have been written until this time. They contrast 
the former state of things with the present changed conditions. They sum up, 
thus far, the results of the mighty efforts that the white race has put forth to 
begin the regeneration of Africa and make the continent more useful to its 
peoples and to the world. 

No part of barbarous Africa more strikingly illustrates the progressive move- 
ment than Sierra Leone. Mr. Alldridge shows how that region has been trans- 
formed from a lawless and slave-dealing country into one of security and freedom. 
The reign of terror has passed away. The chiefs no longer exercise autocratic 
power over life and death. The entire Hinterland is embraced in the Protecto- 
rate. An excellent railroad has helped to bring a region nearly as large as the 
State of New York under complete official control. Hospitals are multiplying, 
the elements of civilization, as we understand it, are taking root and the govern- 
ment policy is to teach the natives "the Gospel of the Carpenter Shop," as Bishop 
Ingham calls it. We cannot read such chapters as those describing the govern- 
ment school at Bo, the Sierra Leone R.R., the revolution in trade, the Princess 
Christian Hospital, and others, without believing that the new order of things is 
a wonderful boon to the million or two of natives in Sierra Leone. The book is 
well illustrated and contains an unusually good map of the Protectorate, con- 
sidering that it can be only approximately accurate, as detailed surveys are still 
lacking. 

Adrift on an Ice-Pan. By Wilfred Thotnason Grenfell. xxvi and 69 pp., 
and Illustrations. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, 1909. 
$0.75, net. 

This is Dr. Grenfell's story of his drift on an ice floe that had broken away 
from land when he was sledge-travelling on a mission of mercy. He was alone 
with eight dogs, on an unsettled coast and his situation, for many hours, seemed 
hopeless. Relief came at last, but not till three of the dogs had given their lives 



304 Geographical Literature and Maps 

to save the man and their fellows. It is a record of endurance, courage and 
resourcefulness in the face of gravest peril and it shows the qualities that have 
enabled Dr. Grenfell to accomplish the work he has done. 

Die Polarvolker. Von Dr. A. Byhan. 148 pp., 16 Plates, 2 Maps and 
Index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 1909. M. 1.25. 
This little book, by one of the leading members of the staff of the Hamburg 
Ethnological Museum, will be counted among the useful works on the Arctic 
regions. Its topic is the material and intellectual life of the inhabitants of the 
high north. The space limits require concise treatment, but the prevalent and 
characteristic aspects of the tribes are clearly and methodically sketched. The 
lands they inhabit are briefly described and then the author treats of the various 
groups of peoples and their distribution, their clothing and ornaments, their habi- 
tations, industries, weapons, trade, means of communications, social organization, 
laws, customs, religion, games, arts, symbols or writings, and literature. The 
plates vividly reproduce many of the phases of life and occupation among the 
tribes; and the two maps show their distribution, the southern boundary of 
reindeer, etc. 



The Canadian War of 1812. By C. P. Lucas. 269 pp., 8 Maps, and Index. 
The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1906. 12s. 6d. [A careful compilation of the 
chapter in Canadian history dealing with the war of 1812 and derived, as far as 
possible, simply from the official despatches, on both sides, relating to the war. 
The maps are facsimiles of those which were used in this contest between the 
United States and Great Britain.] 

Nel Darien e nell'Ecuador. Diario di Viaggio di un Naturalista. Dr. E. 
Festa. xvi and 397 pp., Maps, and Illustrations. Unione Tip. — Editrice Torinese, 
Turin, L.10. [A noteworthy book by a naturalist whose travels led him among 
the settlements of the south coast of Darien, the eastern province of Panama, 
and also into the heart of the Ecuadorian lowland, j up the valley of the Rio 
Grande, and along the high plateau on which Quito stands. The author's 
observations on the flora, fauna, people and conditions of human life are of 
value. In conclusion, he gives a list of his zoological collections.] 

Notes sur la Medicine et la Botanique des anciens Mexicains. Par A. 
Gerste, S.J. 161 pp., Appendix. Imprimerie Polyglotte vaticane, Rome, 1909. 
[The cost of publishing this careful compilation of all that is known of the 
medical regime and the botanical attainments of the ancient Mexicans, was 
borne by the Due. de Loubat.]' 

Handbook of British Guiana 1909. Comprising General and Statistical In- 
formation concerning the Colony. Edited and Compiled by Geo. D. Bayley. 
xxv and 697 pp., Map., and Illustrations. Dulau & Co., London; J. H. Stark, 
Boston, 1909. 5s. [A handsome volume with many photo-engravings and a 
good map ; the first work of the kind issued by British Guiana. It gives a good 
idea of the geography, population, mineral, agricultural and other resources, 
commerce, industries and other aspects of the colony.] 

Chile. A Handbook Compiled by the International Bureau of American 
Republics. 235 pp., Map, Illustrations, and Index. Washington, 1909. [A well 
printed and handsomely illustrated . handbook with a very good map of Chile 
made by Stanford, London. The work will be useful because it is a good com- 



